Johnson s rooms in College.
[A.D.1720.
Yet he appears, from his early notes or memorandums in my possession, to have at various times attempted, or at least planned, a methodical course of study, according to computation, of which he was all his life fond, as it fixed his attention steadily upon something without, and prevented his mind from preying •upon itself1. Thus I find in his hand-writing the number of •lines in each of two of Euripides' Tragedies, of the Georgicks of Virgil, of the first six books of the /Eneicl, of Horace's Art of Poetry, of three of the books of Ovid's Metamorphosis, of some parts of Theocritus, and of the tenth Satire of Juvenal ; and a table, shewing at the rate of various numbers a day (I suppose verses to be read), what would be, in each case, the total amount in a week, month, and year2.
No man had a more ardent love of literature, or a higher respect for it than Johnson. His apartment in Pembroke College was that upon the second floor, over the gateway. The enthusiasts of learning will ever contemplate it with veneration. One day, while he was sitting in it quite alone', Dr. Panting3, then
Lives of the Poets, in Manuscript, with scarce a blot or erasure, drew this observation from him. MALONE. 'He wrote forty-eight of the printed octavo pages of the Life of Savage at a sitting' (past, Feb. 1744), and a hundred lines of the Vanity of Human Wishes in a day (post, under Feb. 15, 1766). The Ramblers were written in haste as the moment pressed, without even being read over by him before they were printed' (post, beginning of 1750). In the second edition, however, he made corrections. 'He composed Rassclas in the evenings of one week' (post, under January, 1759). ' The False Alarm was written between eight o'clock on Wednesday night and twelve o'clock on Thursday night.' Piozzi's Anec., p. 41. ' The Patriot] lie says, ' was called for on Friday, was written on Saturday' (post, Nov. 26, 1774).
r 'When Mr. Johnson felt his fancy, or fancied he felt it, disordered, his constant recurrence was to the
study of arithmetic.' Pior/.i's Anec, p. 77. ' Ethics, or figures, or metaphysical reasoning, was the sort of talk he most delighted in ;' ib, p. So. Sec^OJ/, Sept. 24, 1777.
''Sept. 18, 1764, I resolve to study the Scriptures; I hope in the original languages. 640 verses every Sunday will nearly comprise the Scriptures in a year.' Pr. and Mcd. p. ;8. ' 1770, ist Sunday after Easier. The plan which I formed for reading the Scriptures was to read 600 verses in the Old Testament, and 200 in the New, every week;' ib. p. loo.
3 'August T, 1715. This being the day on which the late Queen Anne died, and on which George, Duke and Elector of Brunswick, usurped the English throne, there was very little rejoicing in Oxford. . .. There was a sermon at St. Marie's by Dr. Panting, Master of Pembroke ; . . . He is an honest gent. His sermon took no notice, at most very little, of the Duke of Brunswick.' Hearne's Remains, ii. 6.
masters works that were printed, twice over. Dr. Burney's wonder at seeing several pages of his
